Alana O’Brien: ANDREA DEL SARTO AND THE COMPAGNIA DELLO SCALZO

The Compagnia di San Giovanni Battista commonly called ‘lo Scalzo’, a Florentine flagellant confraternity, is
best known today for the fresco cycle of the life of its patron saint in the courtyard (the ‘Chiostro dello Scalzo”)
that led to the confraternity’s meeting rooms. Andrea del Sarto and Franciabigio painted the cycle in mono-
chrome between about 1508 and 1526. Some have argued that Andrea was a member of this confraternity, a
notion probably inspired by Giorgio Vasari’s claim in the second edition of his Vite that the Scalzo buried Andrea
in its sepulchre at the SS. Annunziata.! Andrea’s burial by the Compagnia dello Scalzo is generally accepted in the
literature?, but previously unpublished documents, discussed below, suggest that Andrea could not have been
buried in the Scalzo’s sepulchre. Nevertheless, it can now be conclusively demonstrated that he was a member of
the confraternity.

Prior to exploring Andrea’s relationship with the Compagnia di San Giovanni Battista dello Scalzo, it is neces-
sary to establish a few details about the confraternity itself. The Scalzo (as the confraternity’s name is frequently
abbreviated) was founded in 1376 in the church of San Jacopo in Campo Corbolini (located in present day via
Faenza).’ It was eventually suppressed in 1785 by Pietro Leopoldo, together with most other Florentine confra-
ternities.*

Giuseppe Richa suggests that the confraternity transferred from San Jacopo in Campo Corbolini to a small
house in the garden of the Celestine officiated church of San Pietro del Murrone in via San Gallo in about 1390.°
He does not specify on what source he bases this date, but I see no reason to doubt him. Maestro Agnolo Nuti
della Sambuca, medico, left a bequest to the Sotietas Sancti Johannis Baptiste qui congregatur in ecclesia S. Petri
del Murrone in his testament dated January 1400 (st. m. 1401). This document is a crucial piece of evidence for
placing the confraternity on the property of San Pietro del Murrone by 1401, but the testament’s connection with
the confraternity has been obscured in recent decades due to variations in the copy that is usually consulted in the
historical literature. The Scalzo’s administrative books contain both full copies and extracts of the testament.®
However the copy that scholars usually cite is held in the books of the laudese confraternity of San Zanobi,
which also benefited from the testament.’” In that copy, though, the confraternity dedicated to S. John the Baptist
and meeting at San Pietro del Murrone, is identified as laxdese, while the Compagnia di San Giovanni Battista
detto lo Scalzo was a disciplinati confraternity. A document recording indulgences that Bartolomeo Oleari, the
Archbishop of Florence, conceded to the confraternity for the principal feasts of the Virgin and the feasts of the
Apostles, San Giovanni Battista and San Jacopo, in July 1386, while it was still at San Jacopo in Campo Corbolini,
already refers to the confraternity as a societas disciplinatorum.® It was probably a disciplinati confraternity from
its inception. It is unlikely that two confraternities dedicated to the same saint would have been meeting in the
same church during the same period. Using the San Zanobi version as a source, John Henderson identifies the
landese group in his list of confraternities as distinct from the confraternity of the Scalzo, but one that was also
dedicated to S. John the Baptist, and meeting at San Pietro del Murrone.’ Blake Wilson questions the designation
of landese for the Compagnia di San Giovanni that Henderson identified through the San Zanobi document,
suggesting rather that it “was one of the four primary Florentine Bianchi companies spawned by a great flagellant
procession in 1399.7° These groups, while not laudese, did sing penitential lauds. If, however, the group in
Agnolo Nuti’s testament can be identified as the Compagnia di San Giovanni Battista eventually designated dello
Scalzo, it cannot be one of the Bianchi group, the origin of which it preceded by about fifteen years.

Agnolo Nouti’s testaments still survive amongst the Notarile Antecosimiano, consisting of two wills and one
codicil." The first testament, dated January 27% 1400 (st. m. 1401), describes the confraternity as: Sotietas Sancti
Johannis Baptiste qui congregatur in ecclesia S. Petri del Murrone de Florentia.'* However, the second testament,
dated January 28% 1400 (st. m. 1401), refers to it as Sotietas Laudum (emphasis mine) Sancti Johannis Baptiste que
congregatur in ecclesia Sancti Petri del Murrone de Florentia.’* On the second occurrence in the second testament
of the confraternity being described as the Sotietas Landum Sancti Johannis Baptiste ..., the Laudum has been
added afterwards (it appears as a marginal addendum). After this the confraternity is consistently referred to as
Sotietas Laudum. By contrast, all the other confraternities mentioned in the document are always referred to as
Laudum confraternities. It is conceivable that the notary made a mistake."* He made several corrections in this
paragraph (fig. 1). At the end of the seventh line there is an above-line insert of Marie between beate and virginis.
At the beginning of the following line Marie has been struck out. A large section of text inserted in the margin is
indicated as belonging toward the end of the fifth line of the paragraph.

The connection of the testament with the Compagnia dello Scalzo is nevertheless secure as the Scalzo both
claimed the benefits and undertook the obligations of the contract. In the testament dated January 28%, the
Sotietas Sancti Jobannis Baptiste qui congregatur in ecclesia S. Petri del Murrone was to obtain half of a farm that
Agnolo Nuti had received from his wife in dowry. The other half was to be left to the Compagnia delle Laude di
Santa Maria d’Orto San Michele. However, in the codicil of February 3*¢ Agnolo Nuti left the entire farm to the
Compagnia di San Giovanni Battista. In return the confraternity was obliged to pay eight gold Florins every year
in perpetuity to the Compagnia delle Laude della Beata Vergine Maria that metin the cathedral of Santa Reparata,






